Binghamton University

The Open Repository @ Binghamton (The ORB)
Research Days Posters 2022

Division of Research

2022

The Use of Disinformation as a Political Weapon
Rachael Arlet
Binghamton University--SUNY

Follow this and additional works at: https://orb.binghamton.edu/research_days_posters_2022

Recommended Citation
Arlet, Rachael, "The Use of Disinformation as a Political Weapon" (2022). Research Days Posters 2022.
122.
https://orb.binghamton.edu/research_days_posters_2022/122

This Book is brought to you for free and open access by the Division of Research at The Open Repository @
Binghamton (The ORB). It has been accepted for inclusion in Research Days Posters 2022 by an authorized
administrator of The Open Repository @ Binghamton (The ORB). For more information, please contact
ORB@binghamton.edu.
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BACKGROUND
Disinformation has the ability to
cause a lot of harm. It is often
times used by nations as a
political weapon to cause harm
to other nations. Propaganda is
a form of disinformation that
nations use, not to be confused
with public diplomacy.
Disinformation is defined as “all
forms of false, inaccurate, or
misleading information
designed, presented and
promoted to intentionally cause
public harm or for profit”
(Disinformation, 2018, p. 3).
METHODS
1. Define disinformation by using
Kuo and Marwick’s definition of
disinformation.
2. Analyze a case study
concerning American
disinformation against the Soviet
Union during the Cold War
3. Analyze how disinformation is
used as weapon
4. Use Mull and Wallin’s definitions
of propaganda and public
diplomacy to analyze the
differences between the two and
the importance

Results

Disinformation is used as a political
weapon by nations to further their
agendas against others.
Propaganda
Selective of truth

Public Diplomacy
Based on truth

Rarely two-way

Often two-way

Listens in order to
target
Intended only to
influence target
Tight agenda

Listens in order to
learn
Can influence the
originator
Flexible agenda

Assumes others are
wrong
Closed

Tends to be respectful
of other
Open

Disinformation can be very
dangerous and cause a lot of
harm, which is why nations will
use it as a weapon. Propaganda
is a subset of disinformation that
is used, which is different from
public diplomacy (Mull and
Wallin 2013). It is important to
differentiate between
propaganda and public
diplomacy when analyzing
disinformation as a political
weapon.
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